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A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  May 2004 be a banner year for CRS and its members.  Take time to visit our web site.  It has lots of information for you including

the Chapter roster, www.dakotacrs.com, go on line & check it out. 

BIL Willis, Region 8 CRS Vice President, is working with chapter officers to promote CRS.  His enthusiasm is endless.  Many of you probably visited with him during Sell-a-bration.  He is planning on joining us at the ND/SD REALTOR Convention in Bismarck this September.

We are still collecting toiletries for our Chapter With A  Heart project, get them to Muriel or myself.  Your help in gathering them is greatly appreciated.

Thanks to all the officers for their willingness to serve CRS.  We’re lucky to have Muriel’s expertise and experience to help & guide us.

See you in Bismarck!

Nancy Hoffelt, CRS.

First a recap of the meetings held at the National Convention in San Francisco in November (sorry to be slow).

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE:  36 Chapters were awarded the Diamond Chapter Award & 41 Chapter With A Heart. (Dakota Chapter received both).

Round table discussions were held for the Chapter Leadership to discuss common problems.

New Leadership Manuals were handed out to each State President in attendance.

COURSE PROMOTION:   Voted to have on line registration for Courses with a link to the Council Web Page.

DESIGNATION COMMITTEE:  Presented a new brochure for promoting the CRS Designation.

As of 9/30/03 there were 40,370 Council members with 35,296 being designees.

FACULTY COMMITTEE:  Promoted 2 Instructors to Senior Instructor in RS 206.

Four Instructors will be funded to re- write RS 206 and develop a one day technology essentials course.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:   Discussed at length on the Chapter Restructuring which rolls out January 1, 2005.  Some of the changes include: 1) no minimum size for Chapters;  2) there must be an appropriate budget process with a minimum of 5% of dues held in reserve;  3) a group of 20 members may become certified as a new Chapter, if within 1 year they meet all mandatory criteria;  4) as of 2004 the Council will assist Chapters in seeking alternative dues collection, rather than Council doing the collecting;  5) there will not be a requirement to have paid staff;  6) Chapter goals must be aligned with Council goals;  7) Chapter goals need to be market driven;  8) Chapters have to provide a service to members;  9) all current State Chapters will be invited to retain their current organizational relationship; 10) If Chapters do not meet criteria they may become CRS Networks; & 11) there will be no requirement that current Chapter geographic boundaries be maintained.  Other suggestions follow:

Chapters need to grow younger membership.

Chapters need to promote CRS learning opportunities.

Chapters need to promote CRS Designation awareness.

Chapters need to build networking & referral benefits.

The Medallion Award Task Force decided to wait until 2004 to make any changes to the criteria.  There were 6 Medallion Awards presented at the Inaugural Banquet  they are:  Ceylon Blackwell of Tenn., Orville Brandt of MN; Vicky Fulkerson of Utah, 

Muriel Hurt of ND; Dave Sieweck of Ariz & Merry Zigenfuss of Texas.

PRODUCT REVIEW COMMITTEE:  Granted the Quality Tested Product Seal to Real Estate Power Tools; Create A Plan; Top Producer 7i & IT in A Box.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS COMMITTEE:  Approved changes to the Model By-Laws for 6 State Chapters.

Dakota Chapter By-Laws are up for approval in 2004.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE:  Disbanded as Staff will be handling the Wednesday night reception form now on. (They did lots of it anyway).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  Voted to discontinue the $50 discount offered to Designees taking RS 210.

Agreed to fund a 2004 Chapter Leadership Retreat, for all State Presidents to attend, probably in August.

Our Chapter Officers for 2004 qre:

President   Nancy Hoffelt of Williston

Pres. Elect Bill Conkling of Yankton

Vice Pres.  Janelle Kerr of Grand Forks

Secretary   Marci Roggow of Sioux Falls  

Co-Treas.  Muriel Hurt & Diana Zietz of

                  Dickinson.

Directors:  Carole Simonson of Bismarck,Ted Mikkelson of Sioux Falls, Arlene Hickel of Williston, Roberta Lovald of Pierre, Bernie Pellenwesssl of Minot & Dan McFarland of Rapid City.

Remember the Dakota CRS membership Roster is on our web page as is a calendar of events, go to www.dakotacrs.com,  and check to make sure your information is correct!   You will also find a calendar of events, list of Chapter officers, & a list of RS Courses.  If there is anything else that needs to be added let me know.

